Iiubert LeeKie, on of those who made what I'v done possible /l/G/93 

by coincidence, on the last day oi’ a week on which I've had three people press an 
autobiograpiiy on me, last night by an Mhio history teacher, the lead obit in today's 
bashing Boot is Mibie's. Without Hubie'a friendship and assistance I doubt I'd have been 
able to nublish Whitewash. 



ft 



in the late Spring or early summer of 1965 there/were several indicstfonsaat that 
iM .. 

hook might be pir^ated in I'V .nee. While - no lomger recall the specifics the French 
cultural attache was wonderful, oven providing me with free counsel in Hew York, the 
embassy's lawyer. 

By then it was apparent that virtually the entire publishing industry was actually 
afraid to publish jthe first bool: on the Warren Report. I W the end, before I published it 
myself, I hud over 100 rejections internationally, without a single adverse editorial 
comti nt. 

Whether or not on that sjl./yer's advice I decided to publish a limited edition of it 
to pro£ct it and my righfs in it and to contmnuo striving for normal, commercial publi- 
cation. Only I hadn ' i: the slightest idea how to do tliat. I did, however, have friends 
from my OSS days I thoughts counsel adviie me. 

Hy first OSS assigned was in the sprt-of catchall. Presentation Branch. It had two 
parts. I was in the writing half and the artists had the other half. The best I mown of 
those artist was Eiro Saarinen, the ar hitect and furniture designer. % favorite, the 
one I found warmest as a person, was the Austrian rs3=^Jt? refugee, Hdnry Koerner. After 
the war Henry enjoyed soi..e success in Hew York. lie then did, among other tilings, covers 
’or TI1IS magazine. The chief o.f that section was named Kc-^ughlin. After the war he and 
so® of tlic others started a coiuuerical shop tliat included designs, Presentation, Inc. 
When we farmed some of them .. : ero customers. So, I w nt to Mac (Lj^aglin) for advice. He 
sent me to l&ie, then in the Dupont Circle Building* 

O . 

I digress for a story about how anti-Semitism made a great success of my ffijriend 
and former neighbor who then either still owned the Dupont Citcle Byjlding or liad only 



recently sold it# 

iiy first apartment in Washington^ when £ worked for tM Senate, was in the heart 
of a black almost slum near the S'Mate Office ^uilning# It was at 313 H St., lW- f an easyy 
walk also from the Covemnent Printing uffice where I was often late at niglit and in the 

- t • 

wee hour 3 . It was only a f our-blo'flc walk. The apartment was made when the pwner of one of 
the hock shops in tliat block, Charlie. Weis/iteim, rebuilt the upper stories of two adjoin- 
ing store-front properties he own/ Charlie and liis wife were wonderful to Eil and me 
when wo married, to me first. They had their first furniture in storage somewhere in 
those buildings and they let me/us have chests of drawers that we still have and use for 
storage for 510 each. Danny Weitzman had the other hock shop, ^e, his wife, l>il nnd I 



became friends. Danny was not much older than I if at all older. JL e jiad beqnfxred from 
a Pennsylvania Railroad office job because of anti-Semitism there'. He somehow managed 
to prosper and, bright and daring, he became an entrepreneur. The Dupont Circle building 
w:.s only one of his properties. He also was out customer when we farmed. Jle then laved 
in a fine section of upper northwest just above Halter Heed Hospital. Danny was a poli- 
tically liberal capitalist . The 1st tine I saw liim was when he had a magnificent upper- 
floor, perhaps pe&ouse, on Sutton Place, with a great view od the East *iver. 

I told U ubie what Mac had sent me to him for and he called in his associate irom 
a connecting office, Sammie Abbott, another co-.n.rcial artist of Arabic extraction. 



originally from a successful Xthica, dew iorh family# 

Tlic obit erf era to jlubie’s assis£tan& to those who seek statehood for the District. 

Sammie was a leader in tliat. The probability is tliat Washington would not have its ^tro 

O-o/i-'' ,l 4f f . . 

system of subways without Sammie. u e led^ tliat fight with rare/magination, coining the 
slogans, doinajthe art work, loading protests and sitdown ranging from the city couneml 
..eetingy/frora which lie was ejected often to sitting down before bulldozers to prevent 
the construction of hignways, particularly of Interstate 95 ilial/aa pla ned would have 



gone through the heart of Washington. Of the slogans and art work he did fighting tliat 
I recall "VJfeLte Han's Hoad through the Black flan’ sp^ome, lie actually Sought and oeat 

the higway and concrete lobbies in the Congress! ■ 

Sammie, wbo died several years ago afiter becoming Takoma Hark iuayor and reorienting 
the tliiiikL: ; of its people and converting it into a tiiinking, caring urea in -which the 
young and the old lived in harmony. As we discusded my problem he told me how to have 
|il retype the manuscript, single spaced, on legal-sized paper, so tliat it would reduce 
before the offset cameras for printing into a 6x9 page. He gTtve some special blue pencils 
with a co Jor the offset film did not pick up. I then rl/led all those sheets of paper to 
give Lil the margins and she did the retyping, (l&tc-r I ljt those pages printed with those 

blue niaffgiftg beyond which she should nou type.; 

.vS oornmie had told me, when we had that done we returned to him. fe then made some 
phone calls to friends who were also his or their oust omers and after shopping around 
for us sent to to a Rockville firm with th; most modem, liigh-speed xeroxes of tliat era. 
They offered the lowest price, their actual cost, if -al and I did the work. I think it 
was about two cents a page and I think they trusted out cciuit . ‘-'o, il and I printed 
tliat first "limited" edition oSTw^Mt "Whitewash. _|t ’'as of either 50 copies or something 



near that number. 

The next day I was at the copyright office where, fortunately, A wound up with 
a fine and caring young man, younger than i by quite a bit, and he then toITd me. what to 
do and what to be creful not to do in fi ing for copyright. 1 tool: it to him, he looked 
it over, s id it was all OK, and he filed it for me. As he ♦later did all the other 
books I published. 



> ammie then also introduced me to Manny Montana, who o \;nej the Double B±± Dot 



printing plant rather far out in northeast Washington, l-iaqj sia saiil tliat when I 
decided to print the book , if I did, he would extend credit for the job* / kty jLfit* rr ' 

float was in august, 1965. ->s I remember the copyright date in August 18. 

It ..as not until April , 1966 that I decided 1 had no liuternative to quitting and 
giving up oT printing the book my self . I never thought of anything other than printing 
the book. 

..hat decided me to 3top trying to get commercial publication was W.W.Norton. They 

load suit" on the books for at least three months, (i made no exclusive offers after the 

... 

first two or three.) Tom Wic knr, then the hew York Times Washington bureau chief, had 

recommended tliat they do the printing. He had also sent that copy of the manuscript to 

Garrison Salisbury, then the managing editor, ** /U,4 4 fiC 

~U Ast 7 0. f 



l, In not Inter than t fiht t September I took £ a clpy of the "hitrwash II manuscript 

to Salisbury. It was the day tliey fired famed critic atanle^j Kauffman. I sat and waited 

for him so long on the hard wo den bench at the entrance to the newsroom that I was 

asleep sitting up when ho was free and awakened me. lie took the ms, said he'd read it, 

and sev ral days later lie asked me to go to 1 ‘ew York to meet with some reporters he was 

going to". signed to following it up 0 I rememb gr one was Peter Kihss. tye became a fr^ind 

and did lialf-pagc stories on tliat and the following books other tlian Post Mortem. When 

it went to the printer, I went to the hospital with my first venous tlirombosis. /mother 

\yL u 

of those reports was named HdLberts. "e is the one sent to th£ Arcliives. When he reported 

that he could not fintli a single one of the reoerds I quoted and cited, tint ended the 

dimes' second look at the JFK assassination. Kihss later told me that it was sabotaged 

from the inside. Martin Waldron, who became a good friend, told me iha : the same tiling 

liad liapoened with the first looksee, of which he was part. The copy of the ms. that 

Salisbury mailed back to me i3 one of those tliat /(neve: reached me. Another, digression,' 

was from » Fischer A.G.J publisher in Germany'', x late learned, I think from at” an 

American pooksellers Association annual convention/show tliat they liad gone for the book, 

liad written me several timrs with ofi'^ers, and tliat when I had not responded had nailed , 

L {butch 

h± tlie ms. Jade. Hone of the letters or tlicjms, ever reached me. That was when as the Mua?eh 

committee later established, the PBI was iniQirce|)ting mail at the main New York Post f 
Office as well as several others and delivering it to the CIA.) 

Norton liad asked me to reoganise the book into what amounted to cli rgfeng the govern- 
ment with conspiriii to kill JFK (as Gianciacomo ^hltrinelli did the next year after he 
pu blished an Italian edition of Whitewash) , That I would pot do even though the vice 

pro. i ent and cliief editor name Eric W ..... . wrote me if I did tliat it would be "a sing- 

Vr 1 - 

ularly important book and they would be glad to publish it," close to verbatim. I lia 
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that letter in a full file drawer of records on the non-publishing history of Whitewash 
in a basement file 1. bellod"BOOK." 

Bhcn I decided to publish the book myself 1 made the prelininary arrangement for 
deliv ing media copies and then .drove into to LlamiT’s Double Dot Press with the camera- 
v ad* 7, copy. Bui; Iianny was then overloaded with printing and could not do it for a while 

a . other 

because all ids largo jobs had been promised for specific days, e said he would make the 
arrnagonents for me an he did. ilc also said that ho'd save me money oecuase he had 
some free cam ra time and. his son-in-law liandled tliat. So, tliat youngster and I shot the 



pages. Peliapr: 4 am wrong' on tlds , that the boy and I did that with later bocks, bid; X 
no; think tliat we did and tiiat I went over all the "blues" tliat are proofs of this 
photographing and placement of the pages of tli film for printing because I do remember 
going over those Tints tliat look like buiiding blu prints on the illuminated table at 
/fanny’s. 1^ the film was not shot tin t way it was shot at the printer to wiiim nanny sent 
a m with Iianny personally guaranteeing Pathfinder Press tliat he would be responsible 
for the cost if I did not pay. 

All was hunky-dorey at fathf inder , in deep southeast Washington, and I was to have 

jy 

the books in tike for Hay 7 distribution. 

Then, toward the end of the week before, Saminio phonoi/ne and told me to get there 
in a hurry , tliat he had heal'd from Iianny and that Iianny had told liim that r atlif inder had 
backed out. I saw both and then drove down to Pathfinder. Where they were very honest / 
with me, although they miss had messed Some of the film up, as i soon learned. They told 
me tliat the presses were ready to roll when their lawyer reminded them tliat more than 
9Q percent of their business was with the government anu tliat the government would not 
U [ze my book. So they broke the deal with, lit’ rally, th£ press/ready to roll. 

That was one time I was not really able to think cle rly. So before leaving Pathfinder, 

\)jjn of . . 

while they vtttt getting my property ready tu return to me (and the stinkers could have given 

me the plates from which the books are printed and saved me tliat cost, without any cost 

to them, but they didn't) I /decided to phond my conservative British reporter friend, the 

late Stove , B -nr&§er. of the London Standard. Steve was the reporter- who had expressed raosjr 
B .u 

jjitcrfst, we liad visited back and forth and he li d let me use his National Press Building 

^fLS my oven. Even the phono for long-distance calls. Steve had no difficulty perceiving how 

u upset 1 was so he told me to calm dor^d, to y cone on in, and he’d see if he c/ild 

think of ora ; tiling by the time I got there. liad. He liad been jLiterested ajad, ,I\d kept 

'/v/ 7 

■ tjn fully informed. Ho pushed a piece of papr over and said, "Call his home first." 

^ [i w k) c/v\ 

They we re the ppnes of the ISte ^ill Loeb, without doubt the most ultra-e^eservative 

newspaper publisher in the country* His main paper was tJie Manchester, Hew Hampshire , jT 

J nion Leader. Ills home was at ^ride’s grossing^. Hass. 

How I fot to Loeb is a/ bit unusual. 

Before V/orld War II. when I was the Senate comnitte's editor. Henry Zon was the Wash- 



ington correspondent of the labor news service, The federated Press. 4s clients were 
mostly trade unions 0 he and Ms then wife, J "'il and I became friends. When I did not have 
to work on a weekend night with them living only a little more ^an a block from as and 
with the nearest bowling galley only ''aft threy 'blocks form their home, we bov/led often. * 
often at least in terms of the free nights I had. 



Urjivj was one of the reporters who covered our hearings regularly. lie was also one 
o f these who canr. to my office to r£ad the galleys of the hearing transerftpts before the 
volumes we re published, usually before all the corrections were made. I sent galleys to 
tlx* witnesses for them to road and if they desire^ to make corrections. I was the sole 
judge of whether their coxa-actions were acceptable and there never was any problems on 
that. I also had e;:tra galleys in tho.-e days long before xeroxing, and I loaned them out 
nd gave then away. That wa3 part of my job. I remember that one to whom I mailed every 
thing in alley other tlian imports before they were filed with the Senate wa 3 Isadore 
Feinstein. he was then wi’iting edntorials for the New York Post when h it was owned by 
Ms friend J. ^aviu Stem, for whom Insy had begun a a reporter on Ms Camden, New Jersey 
paper. 1 think he then was swithced to the since-defujuct liberal r MladelpMs Record, 
the liveliest n jws paper of my youth, tho^aialr of lii..ich i picked up the bulldog edition 
on my way liom~ from the Miming ton 1 ioming News for wMch I then worked £l think the 



oliarge was two cents but it may liave been a Mckel) . Isay got involved in on' of the 
fi st cases against a ne.:spapjr under the ItDR co es or laws, against Stern, and they 

■v J b Ut. I. I'JJyH. _ r 

parted cqmpjay. x t was then that we become friends •''"Sut when he was in New York 1 had been 
told to mail Mm the proofs and I did, without fail. When Miry was sent to me by a 3up — 
erior to r ad and write about some alleys of hearings about to be printed he wrote an 
accurate story about a secret session, secret not in any classified senese, just secret 
to Mde their discussions, of the Special Conference Committee. As I now recall that was 
part of or affiliated with the National Associastion of Manufacturers. Harx Anderson, 
a Cone cal Motors vice president wlio handled labor relations, told Ms associates at the 
session, all laiior-related executives, tiiat they needed what GM had, a Black Region. 

They were thugs who beat labor leaders and others up, engaged in all sort3 of Vftolence 

including murders and in genefal was used to br ak up union activities. Well, of 

course that vias scandalous and there were compliants to tlie comiiitee chairman, Robert E, 

La Follcte, u r., a man anything but Jjis father's son. He was so much the worst employer 
I eve i( ba~d, fox 1 the short period of time I was on the committe.'s payroll, that I had 
to quit/ to have the eye operation tha~ liad been recommended. Once he got the pressure 
of the amount of work 1 did that nobody else, and more than one worked on it^ he Mred 
me back at a small r ise. But the committee's filiief file clexic, a fine woman my mother's 
age, Ruth --Melds, whose desk was next to mine, was so i lister bed that I was doing so mttwe" 

work for so little pay, she spoke to her husband Bob, a sugar-intex-est lobbyist, and he 



c oke to fS&fe friends of Ms in Agriculture, and soon I was the admiiiistritAive assistant 

i /^/ ^ 

to the head oi the a£©ncy so oiucli ^Sleanir ^oosvelt^ interest, the i* arm Security A dno . ni s trati on 



£ 

I was there only onp, to meet my immediate boss for whom I never worked a day, the 
head of tho agency. I had an office, a phone, a secret ry and I helper knew or saw any 
of thcmP I was immediately Retailed to the com.itteo. ^o, when L$b Folllete f/red me for 
ira* trie non-c jistinflj sin of '/qindf my assigned/ duties, lie could not fire me at all, 

Mi he coulu do war: return^* & the PGA. But tho entire <i.taff knew it was an indecency 
o, bea/Toje I’d literally put in y^ars of voluntary, unpaid overtime, the Senator agreed 
to delay my return to PSA for some months so I could get a little of what was more than 
uue me in overtimes and so 1 could use that time to look around when I decided not to 
go tdFSA but to try to rotum| to ..riting, as 1 did. 

LaPsal^'ollotte was peeved at me for so: e thing else and he used this firing that was no 
firing as an e::cuoe fdr getting rid of me over that. 

Gardner "Pat" Jackson, one of the most liberal and effective lobbyists of that era, 
one of the fathers of tliat committee, was then one of ^ohn L. Lewis's lobbyists, ^e was 
with - nbor's Son-Partisan League tliat Lewis organs i 4 d to lobby for liis mine-.. ’Jokers union, 
Pat and I wore friends. LaPollete figured, 1 think correctly but without principle, tliat 
he liad gotten all the policiical benefit he could from Ms committee and wanted to end 
it, having first loadea tli 3taff with careerists who did not give a djn/an about the Wf* 
work but Cantor th. jobs on their future employment applications^ vfanted tg end the com- 



mittee, as those fink careerist. uMo did so they cpuld move upward. But f6 at, who knew 
tliat it was also Mrs. lloosovo^t's sincere interest, wanted the committee to continue long 
enough for the pla ned h aring, on corporate farming in California. Pat and I did the 
lobbying. Which is to say tliat he did just about all of it but I kept him under control 
and did most of Ms thinking for him when lie stayed drunk most of the time with Ms wife 



and kids spending the summer on Cape Cod. 

I got some pretty faring ideals, not uncommon for the young, and he did fanstastically 
with them. //e did succeed and over even FM’s objections ^tlie Senate continued the coin- 
mitte's life. -4s I've said often, if aw adhing anyone tliinks I did wrong to help with tliat 
lobbying, which LaPollete liated and rellly want© d to fire me for and did not dare, in- 
dependent judgement can be made by ..hose who rca Stein back' Crapes of Wrath or saw tliat 
Unjery ■‘•'ond i movie. It was the incredible atoousc of those f oners and their iamilidjes, 

"dust bowl" victims of tliat day, mostly/from Oklahoma and Arkansas, /Siey were called 

P ^ 

"Okie. " ant 1 . "ArMcoJj, kliat Stoih beck r portered is ktliat those heaings established with 
evidence. . 

With ^oth Posner and nor "ivingst _ one making slurring reference to this I note the 
fact, net the slander. I leaked nothing. I had nothing to leak. I did only my job. And 
wiiat was involved was not even leakable. It was the public record. 

r> ‘4 J 

And my friend ilenry Zon's story it. 

After World War/ II, in which u ;nry was a lieutenant in ONI, he and a former "aborts 



, fay 

Hon-Parf isan ^eague writ r, r. _med ( Fleischer , for neyj the first labor advertising and pro- 
inution agency. Because ho as well informed and well-connected when I w as having so much 
trouble get in;; Uliitewaali published, I .went to ask advice from Henry* thought fora a 
iiiinte and then, uitli a broad smile, said listen to m€ and pay attention because what I 1 11 
suggest is not what you'll probably tliink it id. He then told me to go down to Jimmy Hoffa's 



building near the ^apdiil building and to see Sid Zagri. u e s id he's call first* Zagri 
saw as Vieh ‘ away, thought for a minute and then said almost what Ih|ery had about what 
he would say. re also said he'd make a call first. He suggested that I write and send a 
co y ox the limited edition to of al -/people, Dill Loeb of the ^nion Leader! 

I did and before Ion L heard fom Loeb. '“'alls and letters esnued as he tried to help 

iv 

he. He and liis wife Nackk® Scripps, I suppose of the Scripps nevjspapering family, were 
both e;. cited by the book. Loeb liad two different lawyers give it libel readings. If he 
had not run liis papers from pride's Crossing and if iufes secretary had not slipped up, 
Henry Regnery would liave published the book in late 1955, Dhe forgot to send it and when 
.'••he did I liad it being manufactured. 

o, with the tab for the call paid by the Stabdard I plioedn phoned hill at Pride's 
Caossing. I told liim what had happen ’d. thought for a minuet an then told me to go 
to 11 ride Press and see Tommy Crowell, whose assistant was Hehrle Delancey, and that he 
woujd phone first. app, ; reutij| ~ill had also guaranteed payment because that was never a 
factor. But J 'omuy was a bit uneasy. He sent me to theiV7jLawyer v/hose office v/as at tlie 
corner south of the Dupont Circle "“oil ing.ile listo^d to me for a few minutes and said 
wait a minute, ^e called^onu.y and arid wliat in the helfclid you send tliis man to me 
for? I'm not your collection agency. And he tells me he told you to call the president 
of Mo ban/^ and wliat that i.ian wc Id tell you, tliat he is in debt and the bank does not 
know how but he meets Ms payments. So, why den^t you call that man? C’r have you some 
other reason? Jh' waited for Tammy to peek, what heXpid I did not hear, and then he said 
some tiling like is there anytliing lev/d or indecent in the book? Anytliing tint could 

rr\ rthfcvnA*- 
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incite 



ito/sofet 



thin, Wrong? Tommy apparently said not, ^.o, tliis very conservative ai 

la ye said, look, tomry-you/a iPrinte.’. This man is a writer. Whe writers can't get 



pointed whai^in tha hell is there for printers to print i Co make up youro or/? mind and 

then call me b ,clc. I want to to tliis roan. I began to read th Warren ^pport . ’ x ou 

can _t read it and believe it so 1 laid it aside., Ho Wj - want to tj/ak to this man. Call 

me back. We chatted briefly, he asking me about the Report, and then ^omi-iy did call back. 

They decided to print it. Od tlie way hone to get what I had to take in for the printing 

"4v . I 

he e^» I went back to the Dupont Circle buiq|ling to report to Sammy what liad happened. 

Tlie door between Ms office and ffubie ' e was open so, Hubie heard it all. When I was about 

to leal/e he called me in and handed me a check for S500 dolirs , a not inconsierable sum 

in thos days. I to|d him thanks but Herkle had not asked for it. "LookJ better," Hubie 



said. "Take it and jive it to them*" I did.Honths later, when I could repay liim, no tj it 
probably was not that long, ..eeks 1 ter I took liable a check for £500. tore it up and 
jTaid I ©wed him nothin. ;* 

When Sammie tas showing me ho-, to make a book up in 1965, %bie was preparing for 

Minting a bock Felix Greene, an established, bestselling author could not ge t/^rint^ed 

<( 

commercially. It was titled, Vietnam, Vietnam," the first or one of the first books b^x 
e^posin- • the tij/rth of was happmeing there. . ^ubi^ri’angod to get it printed for 

Greene and the bool: did very well. 

Without ^ubie, who liad worked briefly at Presentation, Inc. before gibing into 
business for idmself, I'd not have known how to put the book together for publication, 
which 0 :um.i Abbitt did with mo obs tndn^-and without any cliarge at all. After that first 



mnm 



Jj5jS£ The first one was a 



one I did all the mako/p and Saiami i did all the covers. E 
V varia^h^ II .'!io"e artistic, tliat (vliat l'd suggested to Sammie. 

this is to da. t'nax what I've been able to do began with U ubie. 

And Hj^rlde , a very conservative juddiprint ;r, was wonderful. I tliink it was from the 
friemfiiip Crowell and Delaney had ;ith Dill Dangj Loeb. I took w!ia^\as necessary in to 
them on a Friday morning and I w.-s to pick the books'^ up, rather the first 100, i ted^oy 
holiday morning, the day o the planned distribution for wliich the press release liad 
lready been written and duplicated and oomc verbal arrangemnets had already been made. 
Tommy told me not to worry, they worked weekends^ add to be there about 10 on Monday, he 
liad lisic/o^ .iasbington of ice deliveries and of copie. to be mailed. JJ il was not able 
to ua lk well then so^ she would nve th list and the /feievlopes already addressed. Ue got 

to ilerkle and fi lirle told me there was a problem but not to uoWry, there would be books 

m A 

soon, tommy told liim to talce us to luneft, he did, and when we returnd they did have the 

first hundred book 4 ^ xxkx with ti..ie-awas consuming and costlksewed, bindings. The delay 

7 , 

as b ause lie someone liad forgotten to call the man who did covers inly They worked 

A & 

imj> anil a half Saturday, doubgl-time on Sunday, and on ^ondy I did get the first 

the books® x t wan a na ty, rainy cl.y but wo got all those for which I planned hand 
delivery to newspapers and offices in tli press bu^ iding made and mailed after dark on 
the way home® 

^ojf Hhe man^bi^ jois ^ter J(Le liad were LIFE and TIAe and other large magazines® They 
ran trucks to Hew Tork regularly® They made my Hew Tork deliveries free, their idea® They 

also 'stored cartons of books for me, also free® And they never once dunned me for payment 

AvJ J 4* 

'iae as the money cmc in they got it® 

Hubie's dealiT does remind me of those early days and the publisliing problems I then 
liad. I may soon be facing a similar situation. 

Tlte obit reminds me and leads to ny leaving tliis record of what he and the other 
wonlcrfman and friend he introduced me to made possible with decency, caring and without 
accepting a/cent in return. They were two of the finest, most principled of people. 



